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offers some useful suggestions respecting “ Sanitary defects in houses and 
manner of living.” The report of a committee on the establishment of a 
State Hospital for consumptives signed by Drs. F. W . Hatch, H. Gibbons, 
Sr., and W. R. Cluness, awards the preference to Atlas Peak in Napa 
County, as combining all the advantages of location in the highest degree, 
and incidentally affords valuable information to invalids seeking the 
advantages of the equable climate of the Pacific coast. A digest of tiie 
Health Laws of California occupies the remainder of the volume. 

J. G. R. 


Art. XXXVII_ Cyclopcedia of the Practice of Medicine. Edited by Dr. 

II. Von Ziemssen, Professor of Clinical Medicine in Munich, llavaria. 
Vol. IX. Disease of the Liver and Portal Vein, with the Chapter 
relating to Interstitial Pneumonia. By Prof. Ponfick, of Rostock; 
Prof.T11iEUFEi.nER, of Rostock ; Prof. Von Schueppel, of Tuebingen ; 
Prof. Leiciitenstekx, of Tuebingen; Prof. IIkeler, of Kiel; and Prof. 
J u e it gens ex, of Tuebingen. Translated by Arthur II. Nichols, 
M.D., and Hamilton Osgood, M.D., of Boston; Edward W. 
Schaeffler, M.D., of Kansas City; and Walter Mendei.son, 
M.D., of New York City. Albert II. Buck, M.D., New York, Edi¬ 
tor of American Edition. Svo. pp. viii., 1)28. New Pork, William 
Wood & Company, 1880. 

With the issue of the present volume the publishers complete the series 
comprised under the title of “ Ziemssen’s Cyclopaedia.” Originally de¬ 
signed to appear in fifteen volumes, the work has outgrown its proposed 
dimensions until it now numbers seventeen volumes, the additional volumes 
having been rendered necessary by the unexpected accumulation of material. 

In a few points the gentlemen who have written for this volume will be 
found to hold views differing somewhat from those taught by Prot. Fre- 
riehs in his classical work on “ Diseases of the Liver.” This is notably 
true of Ponfiek’s explanation of those cases in which jaundice occurs inde¬ 
pendently of obstruction of the gall-ducts. It will be remembered that in 
Freriehs’ opinion the icterus is due, under these circumstances, to the 
conversion of the biliary acids, which are constantly being absorbed from 
the intestines into bile-pigment; while Politick, on the other hand, teaches 
that it is frequently due to the extensive destruction of the red blood cor¬ 
puscles and the subsequent change of hematin into bilirubin. This view 
is, of course, not novel, but it has much to recommend it. Indeed it is 
not easy to explain in any other way the sudden occurrence of jaundice 
after a fright, or during a paroxysm of anger, or other violent emotion. 

Thierfelder has introduced a brief notice of a condition which has been 
recently fully described by Charcot and others, and which we have some 
reason to believe is not generally recognized in this country. IVe refer to 
hypertrophic cirrhosis with icterus.” The first symptoms of this disease 
tire derangements of the digestive function, pain in the hepatic region, 
icterus, and fever. The jaundice is usually decided, but is not necessarily 
associated with decoloration of the feces. It often persists, though with 
fluctuations, during the entire course of the affection. Very soon, enlarge¬ 
ment of the liver is added to these symptoms. 'Phis increase in size is 
often considerable, frequently causing the organ to project in the mammary 
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line three or four fingers’ breadth below the arch of the ribs, and some¬ 
times very much lower. The left lobe is occasionally more affected than 
the right, and may extend even into the splenic region. The weight of the 
liver amounts to between 2000 and 3000 grammes ; its form is olten not 
perceptibly altered, its free margin is sharp, its outer surface smooth or 
studded with flattened prominences, not larger than a small pea. 

Any reduction in the volume of the organ appears, Ponfick says, ex¬ 
tremely rare, even when the affection is of quite long duration, and he 
has never known it to be reduced below its natural size. The duration 
of the disease is usually very much greater, and the occurrence of cachexia 
and emaciation much longer deferred than in the ordinary form of cirrhosis. 
Ascites, if present at all, occurs much later. Death is often ushered in by 
severe cerebral symptoms. According to Charcot, the primary lesion in 
this disease consists in an inflammation of the interlobular gall-ducts in¬ 
duced by an unknown cause. This gives rise to an interstitial prolifera¬ 
tion which takes its start from the walls of these duets. 

One of the most interesting articles in the volume is tiiat by Juergensen 
on “ Interstitial Pneumonia,” or, as we should prefer to call it, “ Fibroid 
Phthisis.” It seems out of place, however, in a volume consecrated to 
the description of diseases of the liver, and will probably escape the atten¬ 
tion of many students, who would otherwise be only too glad to consult it. 
We remember having to point out a similar incongruity in the contents of 
one of the other volumes. As the article is too long to he discussed in a 
brief notice like this, we shall only call the attention of our readers to the 
prominence which its author gives to luemoptysis as a sign of the disease. 
‘■The spitting of blood,” he says, “especially the oft-repeated variety, is 
far more common in the chronic forms of lung diseti.se not leading to 
phthisis 1 —the anatomical basis of which forms interstitial pneumonia— 
than it is in phthisis, whether the latter be accompanied by the develop¬ 
ment of tubercles or not.” 

This volume is, like its fellows in the series,enriched by full bibliographies 
which precede the articles in each special subject. The reader will, how¬ 
ever find a more frequent reference in them to German authors, than to 
those of any other nationality. 

In concluding our notice of this series, it is proper to say that we see no 
reason, now that the work is complete, to modify materially the favourable 
opinion we have expressed from time to time in regard to it, while it was 
in process of publication. The most serious defect we have found in it, is 
that scarcely sufficient attention is paid to the treatment of disease. On 
tiie other hand, the descriptions of the pathology of the different diseases 
are usually excellent, and much fuller than is to be found in tiny other work 
on the Practice of Medicine with which we are acquainted. J. H. H. 


Art. XXXVIII_ John Hunter and his Pupils. By S. D. Gross, M.D., 

LL.D., D.C.L. Oxon., LL.D. Cantab., etc. 8vo. pp. 10G. Philadel¬ 
phia: Presley Blakiston, 1881. 

A request, by the Philadelphia Academy of Surgery, to deliver the 
first anniversary address, led to the production of this memoir. Prot. 

1 I. e., cheesy degeneration of the lungs. 
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